
 Hello all and welcome to another training season. Last year was a rewarding year for all that 
participated in the chapter and I once again am looking forward to being president of this chapter as we 
strive to build on all we have accomplished in the last two years.  

The membership has grown considerably; we had almost seventy members as we closed the year out in 
2004 and I believe they are some of the finest members in all of NAVHDA. The grounds have also 
come a long way since we first leased them two years ago thanks to the dedication and help of many of 
you. Three of our dogs will be going the invitational this year (congratulations Curt and Ted!) which 
shows the caliber of our members and their dogs and the quality of help we have available. In addition 
we have seen many new faces and watched them enter into the NAVHDA experience with their enthu-
siasm and desire to learn how to train their dogs to reach their goals. 

I want to thank all of those members who helped with the test and the Handlers Clinic last year, they 
were a great success: professional, well organized and fun (as well as financially sound!).  We had a lot 
of compliments from the Judges and entrants who participated, many of whom traveled a great distance 
to come and had a lot of other tests and chapters to compare them to. This is a reflection on the great 
membership of our club.  

      The executive Board members and I will continue to do all we can to improve our training days, 
our grounds and our finances to assist you in training and testing your dogs. We would like to have a 
few more social activities, we have some new fundraisers planned, and we are planning a Natural Abil-
ity Test in June and of course our fall test in September.   

It should be an exciting and eventful season for our chapter and we will need much help from you, the 
members,  to make it as rewarding and successful as it can be. I would like to emphasize that we need 
all the help we can get when we schedule a workday, so please help out when you can. 

I look forward to seeing all of you soon.   

Happy Training, 

Ed Kuhns       
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TEST INFORMATION 

The NAVHDA Shenango Chapter test took place last year on September 11-12.  The Chapter got good reviews from the judges for the 
quality of the test and the quality of the dogs.  A number of our dogs prized at this test, and three members qualified for the Invitational!  
Special thanks to Dave Banister, our test secretary, for his hard work in organizing the event, and to Sande Banister for coordinating the 
food.  Thanks also to all of the volunteers who contributed their time and effort to make this event a success.  It took everyone’s help to 
have a good test.  THANKS! 

This year we will sponsor two tests at the Shenango Grounds near Kittanning.  The first one will take place on June 4-5 (NA only), and the 
other one will take place on September 10-11 (NA/UPT/UT).  Look for flyers on the tests and an entry form in this newsletter.  Enter early 
to assure a spot for your dog.   
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2005 SCHEDULE—TRAINING/TESTS/WORK DAYS 
 

DATE  EVENT   LOCATION  BIRD CONTACT TIME  COST 

2/27/05  SEMINAR  Kerlin’s Kennels  - - -   8:00 AM  $15 

   
3/13/05  Training Day  Shenango Grounds  Ted Sywy  8:00 AM  $7 + birds 

        412-279-7361 

 

3/19/05  Work Day  Shenango Grounds  - - -   8:00 AM  - - - 

 

4/10/05  Training Day  Shenango Grounds  Gary Stephens  8:00 AM  $7 + birds
        724-652-5871  

 

4/24/05  Training Day  Shenango Grounds  Ed Kuhns   8:00 AM  $7 + birds
        724-836-5652 

 

5/21/05  Work Day  Shenango Grounds  - - -   8:00 AM  - - - 

 

5/22/05  Training Day  Shenango Grounds  Chris Kohler  8:00 AM  $7 + birds
        724-453-0280 

 

6/4/05-   SHENANGO TEST Shenango Grounds  Rich Jarosinski  7:00 AM  $90—NA  

6/5/05  NA only      724-353-9604 

 

6/12/05  Training Day  Shenango Grounds  Bob Fennell  7:00 AM  $7 + birds 

        412-464-1951 

 

7/9/05 -  Training Days  Shenango Grounds  Jack Fry   7:00 AM  $7 + birds 

7/10/05        724-445-3500  

 

8/7/05  Training Day  Shenango Grounds  TBD   7:00 AM  $25—NA 

  Mock test           $35—UPT/UT 

 

8/21/05  Training Day  Shenango Grounds  Bob Fennell  7:00 AM  $7 + birds 

        412-464-1951  

 

8/28/05  Work Day  Shenango Grounds  - - -   7:00 AM  - - - 

 

9/10/05-  SHENANGO TEST Shenango Grounds  Rich Jarosinski  7:00 AM  $90—NA 

9/11/05  NA/UPT/UT     724-353-9604    $110—UPT/UT 

 



FROM THE TRAINING DIRECTOR — Bob Fennell 
The following is pretty much a repeat of last year’s handouts.  I am sure not everyone received a copy of these last year; however, the game 
plan is still the same for this year. 

 

What we do not want to happen is to have our dog club turn into a shooting dog club.  We are here to train our dogs and to learn from each 
other by sharing our ideas so that we can benefit from our training.  The best way I feel to accomplish this is to train in small groups deter-
mined by you dog’s ability.  By training in small groups, you will find yourself spending more time with your dog and have more opportu-
nities to test your dog’s ability to perform.  From this, you can take your experience home and train on your own time.  It is by repetition 
that the dog learns how to do what is right.  Let us not forget the reason you joined this chapter is to learn how to train your dog. 

 

In addition, our game plan is to utilize our spacious training grounds by having everyone form into small groups and operating by 
him/herself.  I feel that keeping a group to fewer than five people will help accomplish more, but group numbers will be affected by our 
turnouts.  Guidance will be provided where needed for our novice handlers and puppies, but for most of us, we should not need to be told 
what to do. 

 

By breaking up our grounds into areas, the two shooting fields on each side of the road will be used for the utility dogs.  The two fields 
along the side of the road where we park will be used for our novice handlers/dogs and puppies.  There is also a big field for our use located 
on the other side of the pond, across the road from our camping area.  This field is also an ideal field for bird work; however, you will not 
be permitted to shoot. 

 

What is being emphasized here is that everyone should come to a training day with a plan for what you would like to accomplish for that 
day. By doing so, you will have created training drills for everyone in your group.  As mentioned earlier the groups should be determined by 
the dog’s ability.   

 

Ideas for  Topics to be Covered: 

Teaching commands 

Use of training table 

Walking at heel 

Use of dummies 

Steady to Flush, shot and fall 

Retrieving 

Enforcing the Forever “Whoa”  command 

Planting Birds 

 

Other  Ideas for  Training: 

Pick a chapter from your NAVHDA Green Book and execute the drills 

Have an old rod and reel handy for tracking purposes so you can reuse you bird. 

You should always have a dead duck with you for doing drags 

 

 Equipment and Orange: 

Everyone should have a bird bag, leash, check cord, blank pistol, etc. in there possession when you disperse into your groups. 

A little gym bag or vest works great for this; you do not want to find yourself walking back to your vehicle every time you need some-
thing. 

Please do not forget to wear your orange at all times when you are out in the field.  We will be utilizing all cor-
ners of our training grounds so you will want to be noticed. NO EXCEPTIONS. 
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BIRD SELLERS 
Barales Birds, Washington, PA  15301   (724) 225-8136  Quail, Pheasants, Chukkar 

Rockland Bird Farm, Richard Burkett (owner)   (814) 498-2201 

Jay Black, 336 West Main St., Eau Claire, Pa 16030 (724) 791-2095  Quail, Pheasants, Chukkar 

Lucky Buck, RD2, Saltsburg, PA 15681   (724) 468-6579 

Jim Crayne, Burgettstown, PA    (724) 947-5475  Quail, Pheasants, Chukkar 

Jack Fry, Butler, PA     (724) 445-3500  Quail 

Wolfe’s Game Birds, Brookville, PA    (814) 849-3430  Quail, Pheasants, Chukkar 

Knisley Game Birds, Brookville, PA   (814) 849-8119  Quail, Pheasants, Chukkar 

More from the Training Director - - - Training Day Notes 

After the socialization, I would like everyone to crate your dogs, water them down if needed, and assemble at our socialization area. 
 
We will spend a few minutes talking about what we discussed at our last training day for those who were not present.  Our main objective is 
to train dogs and get away from just shooting birds.  What we are trying to implement is training in small groups based on your dog’s abil-
ity, with each group having an assigned field to train in.  To do this, everyone will form into training groups at the assembly area, and then 
each group will go to the side and decide what they will be doing for the rest of the morning.  Based on this; organize the equipment that 
you will need. I.e.: bird bag, birds, guns, poppers; check cord, water bottles, etc., then proceed to your assigned field. 
 
We will try to have a bird launcher set up with a ground blind so each group may pass through and drill your dogs.  Re-enacting the test 
using a distraction gunner would work great for the utility dogs.  In any case, each group should pass through this course throughout the 
day. 
 
We cannot say enough about how important it is for each group to have a plan before you leave the assembly area.  Work on your own indi-
vidual problem areas using the NAVHDA Green Training Book as your guide for performance drills along with   consulting the other han-
dlers in your group.  Don’ t forget to do related secondary drills to maintain that balance. Again, it is all found in your green book. 
 
Every group should also be doing duck drags and retrieving drills, so don’ t forget to pull that duck/bird out of your freezer the night before. 
 
Throughout the day we will spend time doing water working drills.  For those of you that have not had a chance to introduce your dog to the 
water, don’ t forget to bring your hip boots or waders, you may need them. 
 
We are also going to start using the club’s training equipment on training days.  This will require help in setting things up. It would be ap-
preciated if people could arrive ½ hour earlier to help. 
 

Please direct any comments or questions on this material to Bob Fennell or Jim Junk. 
 

CHAPTER FUNDRAISER 
The Chapter is selling chances to win a $1000 Cabela’s gift certificate.  This is the major fundraiser for the year.  1000 tickets will be sold at 
$5 each and the winning ticket is based on the 7 PM three digit daily number on 9/11/05.  If you can sell some tickets or just want to buy 
some yourself, contact one of the following people who can get tickets to you: 

  Dave Banister (724-482-2925, dban@zbzoom.net) 

  Ed Kuhns (724-836-5652, gridirongrizzley@comcast.net) 

  Marion and Bill Siebert (412-751-0214, wrsmws@att.net) 

  Ted Sywy (412-279-7361, tedsywy@yahoo.com) 
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DIRECTIONS TO NAVDHA SHENANGO CHAPTER TRAINING GROUNDS 
 

NAVHDA Shenango Chapter Training Grounds  
This is the site of the property that the Chapter leases from Snyder Coal Company. 

 

From Pittsburgh (1hr 15min): 
v  Route 28 N to 422W toward Butler. 

v  3 - 4 mile make a RIGHT @ 2nd blinking light toward WORTHINGTON (Slate Lick is the opposite direction) 

v  75 yd 4-way STOP - go straight 

v  4.5 mi (seems like 8) take LEFT on 268 in Cowansville 

v  0.8 mi take RIGHT on SR4017 (just past BP gas and at red McAnkey's Campground sign) 

v  1.1 mi take 2nd RIGHT onto Sherry Lane (past yellow brick silo) go 0.5 mi and water, then fields on the LEFT 

 

From I -79: 
v  422 E for 29 miles (past Butler) 

BONO APPETITO 

Pheasant/Grouse Italiano 

 

2 grouse or pheasants, cut and marinated   Good Seasons Italian dressing 

6 large garlic cloves, crushed    2 large potatoes, sliced thin (keep potatoes in one piece) 

1 large onion, thinly sliced     1 tsp. thyme 

1 c. fresh mushrooms, sliced    1 tsp. ground pepper 

16 oz. can whole peeled tomatoes, (cut-up with all juice)  1/8 tsp. cayenne pepper 

olive oil 

Place the thoroughly washed and cleaned, cut-up grouse/pheasant in a container with a tight lid.  Completely cover meat with 1 full 
cruet of Good Seasons Italian dressing.  Cover and place in refrigerator to marinate for 2 days.  Turn the meat a few times to thor-
oughly assure saturation.  Before cooking, remove excess Good Seasons dressing from meat by patting with paper towels. 

Using a large 12”  skillet, cover bottom completely with olive oil.  Add garlic, onions and mushrooms.  Pan fry until golden brown, 
adding oil if necessary.. Do not allow to burn.  Add meat, cook over medium high heat.  Stir and turn every 10 minutes for 1/2 hour.  
Pour tomatoes (with juice) on top of meat.  Cover and simmer for 20 minutes.  Rearrange the meat around the perimeter of the skillet 
to allow space in the middle for the potatoes.  Do not separate the potatoes completely.  Spoon juice of tomatoes all over the top of 
the potatoes.  Add thyme, pepper and cayenne evenly over the top of all ingredients.  Cover and simmer for one hour.  Add water if it 
seems to be drying up.  Serves 2. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION GOES TO: 
·  Curt Fry on his appointment to be a NAVHDA judge. 

·  Curt Fry, Ed Kuhns, and Ted Sywy on qualifying for the 2005 Invitational. 

·  Rich Kerlin, Ed Kuhns, and Marion Siebert on finishing AKC Master Hunter titles. 

·  All other Shenango members who prized in NAVHDA testing or titled a dog in AKC/UKC.  Please 
let us know details so that we can recognize your accomplishments in a future newsletter. 
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NAVHDA SHENANGO CHAPTER Membership Sign-Up form: 

 
Name (s)________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone (home) _______________________ Phone (work)________________________ 

 

E-mail_____________________________ Fax ________________________________ 

 

Breed _____________________________  Age of dog __________________________ 

 

Dog AKC Name _____________________ Dog Call Name ______________________ 

 

Regular ____________________________ Family _____________________________ 

 

Regular  Dues ($40.00 Individual   $50.00 Family )   

 

Make check payable to Shenango Chapter of NAVHDA and mail to chapter treasurer: 

 

Ted Sywy 

29 Station Street 

Carnegie, Pa. 15106 
 

(PLEASE FILL IN AND MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR DUES SO THAT WE CAN MAKE SURE OUR MEMBERSHIP 
LIST IS UP-TO-DATE.) 

 

REMINDERS 
 

·  Send your 2005 dues and this form to Ted Sywy as soon as possible.  Dues were due on 3/15/05.  Failure to pay 
2005 dues by 4/15/05 will terminate your Shenango membership! 

·  When you pay your dues, you will get a Shenango membership card.  Carry it with you when you use the training 
grounds. 

·  Let Bill &  Marion Siebert know (contact info. on p.10) what titles you won or tests you passed or any other accom-
plishments with your dogs since last training season.  We will publish this in a future newsletter. 
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